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Young people with disabilities may need a variety of supports to successfully live, work and play in their communities after graduation. Too often, we focus on identifying people or programs to provide those supports…and then we find out funding isn’t available, there are long waiting lists, or the service doesn’t even exist in our community. This two-part training session will help participants understand how Assistive Technology (AT) can meet many of the support needs youth may have as they transition into their adult lives. The presenters will clearly demonstrate that Assistive Technology is for life, not just for school, and can benefit everyone, not just those who use higher end technology such as power chairs and augmentative communication devices. 

In Part I (held March 3, 2008), the presenters used case studies to discuss AT applications and implementation for successful transition outcomes. Part II will cover a variety of AT-related considerations in order to achieve the outcomes discussed in Part I. Topics will include: 

(1)
Overview of best practices for the AT implementation process and related resources
(2)
Frequently asked questions regarding purchasing, training, ownership, repair/maintenance, and use in environments beyond school

(3)
Examples of AT supports for communication and literacy

(4)
Funding for AT beyond the school environment

(5)
Additional AT resources

Presenters:  
Kathleen Laurin, Ph. D., has extensive experience in the area of human rehabilitative services. She is currently a Project Director for the University of Montana Rural Institute and is responsible for all Rural Institute Assistive Technology programs and contracts, including the federally-funded state assistive technology program.  

 

Leslie Mullette, OTR/L, ATP, is Clinical Coordinator of the Montana Technology Access Center operated by the MonTECH program.  She is a Registered Occupational Therapist and a Certified Assistive Technology Practitioner (ATP).  

 

Chris Clasby, MSW, is the Montana Assistive Technology Program Coordinator. He has participated in many local and statewide programs, boards of directors, and coalitions for the past 17 years.  His experience includes employment services, independent living, and social service policy. 
One hour of Montana Office of Public Instruction Renewal credit is available and may be requested at registration. There is no cost to participate in this training session thanks to the generous sponsorship of the Administration on Developmental Disabilities and the Montana Council on Developmental Disabilities.

Registrations are due by 5:00 PM on Wednesday, April 2, 2008.  Registrants will receive an email with Web conference access information after the 
registration process has closed.
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To REGISTER, go to www.cspd.net and follow the online registration process. 

· Click on "Region V CSPD Online Registration."

· If you have an account on the Web site, log in using your email and password. Go to “Events Catalog” and “Register” for the appropriate training event.
· If you have never been on the Web site, click on “Click here if you are a new user.”  Enter your account information (needed in order for the CSPD site to recognize you).  If you are registering from outside Montana, you will need to “add a city” and enter your state.
· Once you’ve registered for the CSPD site, go to “Events Catalog” and “Register” for the appropriate training event by completing the online registration.
The registration template asks for “billing information.”  DON’T WORRY!  There is no charge for this training.  Select either “bill me” or “bill my organization” and continue with your registration. You will see the charge is “zero.”

If you have trouble REGISTERING, contact Nancy Marks at admin@cspd.net
 Or call Char at 406-728-2400 ext 1090.
The University of Montana provides reasonable accommodations to individuals with disabilities who request and require them. Please contact Kim Brown at brown@ruralinstitute.umt.edu for information.
This training is an activity of the Partnerships for Transition Project, which is funded by the Montana Council on Developmental Disabilities, and of MT-TIRC, which is funded by the Administration on Developmental Disabilities. Registration services are provided at no cost by the Montana Region V Comprehensive System of Personnel Development (CSPD).
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